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The healthcare system formally started in Brunei in 

1907, after the official establishment of the British 

Resident in 1906. Despite its rudimentary form, it 

marked an important milestone and the beginning 

of formal healthcare delivery. However, at that 

time only residents of Pekan Brunei could be treat-

ed. It was not until the employment of travelling 

dressers that healthcare services extended to areas 

outside of Pekan Brunei. Healthcare in the other 

three districts still largely depended on traditional 

treatment. 

 

 For oil prospectors based in Miri, Malaysia 

working the in western Brunei, healthcare was pro-

vided by the British Malayan Petroleum Company 

(BMPC), the forerunner of Shell Petroleum. BMPC 

had always ensured the provision of adequate med-

ical and health services. Even in earlier times with 

minimal staff, there was always a medical practi-

tioner among the group during their exploration 

trips. It was a necessity due to the duration and 

isolation during exploration trips. Before 1919, the 

doctor was based in his own kajang bungalow. A 

medical hut was constructed in 1919, and in the 

following year, the Miri hospital was completed. 

When oil exploration began in the Seria and Kuala 

Belaits areas, first aid had to be provided on site 

and patients had to be brought back to Miri for 

treatment by Dr F.L. Webster. As the number of 

staff working in the western Brunei region in-

creased, the need for a hospital became urgent and 

in 1927, the BMPC hospital was built in Seria town, 

two years before oil was discovered in the Seria 

oilfield. This was well-equipped with modern X-Ray 

installations, and full equipment for medical and 

surgical treatment. It was manned by trained Euro-

pean doctors. Dispensaries and First Aids points 

were also set up throughout the oilfield for emer-

gencies. This hospital also provided treatment to 

the Brunei population under an agreement with the 

Brunei Government, until a state government hos-

pital was built in 1932. This hospital was eventually 

replaced by the Panaga Hospital. 

 

 The main problem faced by the people was 

malaria. Anti-malarial work was of prime im-

portance. Compounding the eradication effort, 

there were several types of species that thrive in 

different conditions making eradication efforts diffi-

cult.  
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a) Core drilling party at Labi in 1926 and, b) crew 

on a drilling floor, 1927. (Picture source: The 

Discovery and development of the Seri Oildfield by 

G.C. Harper) 
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