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The Brunei General Hospital (BGH) was officially 

opened in March 1951 by Al-Marhum Sultan Omar 

Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, the 28th Sul-

tan of Brunei Darussalam. The hospital was con-

structed at the heart of Pekan Brunei, and was lo-

cated where the Syariah Court now stands. The 

hospital complex consisted of bungalows that were 

connected by a long corridor, spread out over eight 

acres of land. The design of the hospital resembled 

cottage hospitals that were widely seen during this 

time, especially within the British Commonwealth.  

 

 As the demand for healthcare increased, 

the BGH was rapidly constructed and this resulted 

in some problems. Based on the 1954 Annual Re-

port,  ‘The wards are not as well planned as they 

should be. For example, there is no separate Fe-

male Ward and a poor Female Tuberculosis Ward. 

The former Ward is sited within the Maternity 

Ward, while the latter lies behind the Kitchens sep-

arated by a partition, though in the same building. 

It is hoped that architect Vetter will have some 

useful suggestions to offer when he visits the State 

in 1954.’  The original Out-patient Department was 

small and cramped and in 1954 was relocated to a 

new block, located in the north-east wing of the 

hospital complex. This housed separate Male and 

Female, Dental and Tuberculosis clinics.  

 

 In 1953, the BGH had 150 beds and the 

wards were separated into several bays by half wall 

partitions, an open concept that is still seen in 

modern healthcare building. Similar to Hospital 

Kajang, expansions were carried out over the years 

following the official opening to cope with increas-

ing demands. In the cholera outbreak of 1964, 

temporary beds were put in the corridors or veran-

das of some of the wards. 

 

 In the later half of the 1970s, the BGH had 

a maximum bed capacity of approximately 340, 

housed in 10 wards. The ward breakdowns was as 

follows: wards 1 and 2 -Gynaecology, 3 and 4– 

Paediatrics, 5– Mental Health Unit, 6a– Male Surgi-

cal, 6b– Orthopaedics, 7- Medical, 8– Female Surgi-

cal, 9– Respiratory/ Tuberculosis and 10-Private 

ward. The Renal Unit had 6 beds and the Intensive 

Care Unit was located between wards 7 and 4. All 

the wards initially had ceiling fans which were later 

replaced by air-conditioning.  

a) Drawing of Pekan Brunei, b) Brunei  

General Hospital, and c) Healthcare  

workers (Hj Yunos Hassan-dresser, 

assistants and a nurse) doing their 

round inside one of the Surgical wards. 
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