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Pehin Mr. Ian Harris, an Australian Scotsman gradu-

ated from the University of Adelaide, Australia and 

completed his post-graduate training in the United 

Kingdom. His training included general, thoracic and 

orthopaedic surgery. He joined the Brunei Health 

Service in 1963 after Dato Peter Hart and was em-

ployed as the first State Specialist Surgeon based in 

Pekan Brunei Hospital. He was the first surgeon 

with a Fellowship to work in Brunei. His wife, Ursula 

Harris accompanied him and joined the Health Ser-

vice as a Nursing Officer in charge of the Chest/

Tuberculosis ward. 

 

 Pehin Harris was a very competent all 

round surgeon. His surgical repertoire included ab-

dominal, thoracic, cardiac, orthopaedics, neurosur-

gical and even obstetrics and gynaecological surger-

ies. Cardiothoracic work included pulmonary resec-

tions, decortications, patent ductus arteriosus liga-

tion and close mitral vulvotomy. Pehin Harris was 

equally at home in managing all range of orthopae-

dic surgeries that included spinal fixation and 

laminectomy. He even performed a caesarian sec-

tion on our only state specialist obstetrician (Datin 

Catherine Lamplugh) and an emergency appendec-

tomy on one of our local surgeons. Pehin Harris was 

truly a “Jack-of-all trade’ but also a ’Master of all’.  

 

 Pehin Harris was a simple person and ha-

bitually went to work in short-sleeved shirts and 

shorts and seldom wore a tie. He worked well and 

was well respected by his colleagues, allied health-

care workers, patients and their relatives. He was 

also a great mentor to some of our local surgical 

pioneers (Dato Yapp SK and Dato Joseph Lim). One 

of Pehin Harris’ main interests and hobby was sail-

ing. He even attempted to sail all the way back to 

the United Kingdom in a 39-foot yacht. However, he 

went only as far as the Indian Ocean, being beaten 

by a storm. 

 

 Pehin Harris officially retired from the 

Brunei Health Service in 1987, having worked for 

26 years. He later worked in some mission hospitals 

in South Africa for a meagre pay. He eventually 

retired and settled in Anstruther, a small town in 

the west coast of Scotland. Pehin Harris passed 

away in 2007 in Scotland. 
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